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Changing
funeral
farewells

Funeral boss supports court effort to
change the way we can say farewell

A DARTINGTON
funeral boss is su-

orting a Court
E .ﬂp]::El battle to
change the British
way of death and
recreate a tradi-
tion dating back

I‘.up-c:rl Callender,

director of the Cireen
Funeral v, ho-
pes the court will per-
mit open-air funeral
pyres, much deman-
ded by the Eubli: -
and wants his own
death to be marked
that way.

‘It is my preferned
choiee. 1 would bove
my funeral fo be like
that,” said Mr Calle-
ader, who runs the
company with his
wife Claire

He revealed that bhe

regula r|F' geis
recpacsts froen faendlées
who want to say

farewel]l 1o thelr loved
and-s h}' burning their
bodies on a pyre,
rather than at a crema-
EoTiLIEn

Al the mommaend it &=
against the law, but
on Monday a case was
brought in the Court
of Appeal by Newca-
sthe healer Davender
Kumar Ghai, who is
secking to overturn
the Cremations Act of
1502

Mr Callender, who
i3 a trastee of the
Matural Death Cenbre,

by RICHARD
DAVIES

said after the hea
that the court ha
reserved judgement,
but Mr Ghai's Irﬁal

Ieam wen h’ﬂf'.‘-'l-ll
Thie conitre had been
a irs: for
I:B-].rﬂr:l an out-

door funeral was “a
pretty r-l.-gu.rlr requ-
est’, Mr Callender
waid.

“When people find
out what 1 do, the
most popular respo-
nse i% “oh, | want &
Viking funeral,™ and 1
think they mean it.
Two families hawve
penuinely requesied
this of me."

He went on: "We
fully support the
.-".nﬁu-.-\auaﬂ Sodety's
attempls to re-legalse
outdoor funeral pyres
which we believe
would bring signifi-
cant rewards, envirom-
me-ndally, socially and
spinitually.

‘It is a mistake to
sec this legal chal-
bemge as coming: from
a minority group.
secking a religious
right that is alien to
us, it is actually part
of a wider Fos
social change and as
the fecenlt Excavations
at Slonehenge are
revenling. a part of
our own indigenous
cuilbural hesibage.”

Mr Callender said
the traditicnal British
funeral of the past 30
years has become
unfulfilling. ‘Unsure
of its purpese ar
eeaning, styled with
faux Victoriana, and
filled with increasing-
Iy comfortless plati-
tudes, it has created
an emotional distance
that has lefe pmp]r
fctlindg an audience
irstend of & congrnga-
.

‘More and more
picople in this country
are reclaiming the
q:-l.p-:'r.irmcr from pro-
frssinnals, rl'uwﬁ-h'l.g o
die at homie or partici-
paking in the practical-
ithies of & fumerl such
as carrying the ooffin,
filling in the grave,
creating and deliver-
ing the ceremony
themsehves.

This is rd a secular

nse, bt a social
one, and the message
i powerful and clear,
what we had will not
do any more.

He added: °“The
decline in the infla-
ence of the religious
institutions aside.
miuch of this dissatis-
faction can be traced
to the industrially
grimm stybe of our ore-
matoriums, yet an
astonishing 72 per
cenk of us still end ap
im o

*The service they
offer is often perfumnd-

tory, the design despo-
mirznl anad hE:ul. and
the reduction of a per-
som's 1ife bo 20 mdrnstes
clirnandityg with 4 ritual
faremwell that has all the
gravitas of The Gener-
ation Game soundira-
cked by piped music,
iz a collective shame
on us all.

“Whatever your beli-
efs about an afterlife,
these places ane cross.
ing points, symbolic
theeshoelds, and dese-
v to be created and
managed with awe,

They are, or should
be, places whore we
confront the mystery
of death, instead of
which we have a -
uncanvineing f-umn
ke for o grauine rita-
al space.”

Al exhibition by an
award-winning Amer-
an pai.nhrr, that expl-
ores a4 new and chal-
lenging view of Tol-
nies, openid ot Dartin-
gton College of Arts
yesterday.

Moel Hefele's “The
landscape thinks itself
i us” will feature four
vibrant and codourful
works of the town,
including a contempo-
rary Ewish om the iconic
East Gate and a study
of the now disused
Dradry Crest factony.

The I"'hil:d.n:]phu
artist, 31, has boen Hy-

Hams Coancil.

Candidate
deadline

CANDIDATES who want bo stard for the seat
on Totnes Town Council left vacant by the
desth of Clir lan Slatber have unikl noon loday
o gel thelr nomination papers in to South

1f mare than one candidabe comes forward a
by-tlection will be held on Febmary 18, said
towen clerk David Edwards.

Clir Slatber, a former fireman, was the father
of the bown cosncil when he collapsed and
died on Bemembrance Sanday.

ing im Totnes for five
months and ks shady-
ing lor a Masters at
I.'.rulingl:-u-n 'C-u-llrse of
Arts.

Joanna Q' Donovan,
carator of the exhibi-
thon, said: “The works
take a fresh look at
Totnes theough four
views of the town, A
nuimnbser of the sites are
very symbolic in Eheir
contribution to Tones
as a town, but are Ehe
types of places that as
locals we can easily
take for grapted oF pot
RS AMVEROEE 4% Wi
walk past

“Moel’s work investi-
gates how changes
within industries that
have foreed the basis
of pur community =
like arable and dairy
farming = will affect
the vision of the town
in the futune He kboks
at the symbalic quali-
ties that places hold fos

plt and how they
are alfected 'h:,.' change.

Totnes prides itself
on being & comamumity
in bowch with ah nada-
ral environment ansd
comscious of S nesou-
rees., but this show
reflects on the environ-
ment we have creaked
and how changes to
hiw woe wiork and line
might affect the struc-

on town 1cons

tuze of cur fown,

“Mowl is a very tals
enfted artist and the
show is set to be am
exciting, thought-pro-
voking event.’

Alongside the four |

thene is pha-
tography of his work
in progress shedding
light on how he has
crafted the paintings
over the past 12 weeks.

Mosel, who is an
award-winning painier
in Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh, where his
work has been widedy
exhibited, said: T am
wery interested in how
art can conkribute o a
COMmMmUnily’s percep-
Eons, discussions and
declslons aboul the
environment in which
they live.

‘s a painter, 1 Ery
to bring & specific visi-
bility to places that
may be {nrgnilfn T
overbeoked. - Conmecs
flon o 'F-I.:i:e can lead
to care and | hope this
care can heal our prob-
lematic relationship
witth aar enaviFonRmaEne.

The show mumns From
Friday, January 22 to
Sunday. January 24
and iz open cach day
from 1lam to Bpm, at
Skuclio B, Lower Close,
Duartinglon {“qdl-,-?';r of
SEte

L v b b’

Joanna O'Donovan and artist, Moel Hefele with his painting of the East Gate in Toknes
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